
 
 

PUBLIC LEADERSHIP MEMBER INTEREST GROUP 
 2014 Activity Summary 

 
2014 Past-chair:  Erwin Schwella, Professor of Public Leadership, School of Public Leadership, Stellenbosch 

Universiteit/University Suid-Afrika/ South Africa 

2014 Chair:  Cynthia Robinson, Director, Science & Technology Policy Fellowships, American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, Washington, D.C. USA 

2015 Chair-elect: Nikol Hopman, Director, Leiden Leadership Centre & Centre for Professional Learning 
Leiden University – Campus The Hague, The Hague, Netherlands 
 

 
PLMIG Membership: According to the ILA website in January 2014, there were approximately 600 members in 
the PLMIG. 
 
 

Member Communication 
 In March-April, a survey of MIG member was conducted to ascertain interests, challenges faced in 

their PL work, and suggestions for ways the ILA/PL MIG could support efforts and create new 

opportunities. Results showed most respondents communicate via email and LinkedIn. The majority of 

the 37 respondents (59%) are in the senior career category. The employment sector with the highest 

percentage of respondents (51%) was in higher education. There was significant interest among 

respondents in creation of a public leadership resource directory (see data in attached PowerPoint 

presentation from the October PLMIG business meeting at the ILA conference in October 2014). 

 Six member updates were distributed over the year with highlights of ILA and PLMIG activities and 

ways to engage: January-February, March (with special promotion of the member survey), June-July, 

October (2x), and December.  

 A PL MIG LinkedIn page was created in September to support members to seek/share resources, ideas, 

articles, etc., and connect for collaboration. 

2014 ILA Conference Participation 
 There were 46 submissions with 17 proposals for sessions under the PL track. One proposal was 

referred to the Education MIG track. Although there were fewer submissions that in the past, the PL 

track was allocated slots for several more sessions, as well as one additional round table and one 

additional session. The topics submitted were diverse in terms of topic and focus as well as 

representation from different countries and cultural perspectives.  

 As of the annual conference in San Diego, October 30-Nov 3, there were 658 PLMIG members, which is 

25% of the ILA total membership of 2627. There were 230 PLMIG members at the conference, 

representing 19 countries. Nearly 20 percent of the PLMIG members at the conference (41 individuals) 

were non-U.S. ILA members.  

 34 PLMIG members attended the lunchtime MIG business meeting on Friday, October 31. This was the 

largest turnout in several years. Participants expressed interest and enthusiasm for greater 

engagement (see attached powerpoint presentation for agenda and information items). 
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Promote Public Leadership Sector 
 Partnership options with Emerald Publishing/International Journal of Public Leadership have been 

explored over the year. Erwin Schwella was named to the Journal’s editorial board. Journal editor 

Stephen Brookes attended the ILA conference in San Diego. Discussions there outlined paths for 

mutually beneficial partnership activities, which we hope to solidify with a memorandum of 

understanding in 2015. In the meantime, PLMIG members have been encouraged via member notices 

and the annual meeting to submit articles for possible publication.  

 The PLMIG sponsored the May ILA leadership webinar. 

MIG Collaboration 
 A collaboration with ILA Peace Affinity Group has been pursued, with the aim for a joint research 

planning session at the 2015 ILA conference in Barcelona, as well as jointly developed sessions for that 

conference.  

MIG Planning and Succession 
 Ten MIG leader monthly planning calls were held (with the except April and May), and an extra 

conference planning call in October.  

 One candidate for the 2016 chair-elect candidate was directly recruited, and the broad PLMIG 

membership was encouraged to consider running, which resulted in three candidates for the position. 

Randy Poon, Associate Professor and Program Chair of Business Administration at Ambrose University 

in Calgary, Canada, was voted in as 2016 Chair-elect.  

 
 
Ideas for the Future 

 
 Create a database of public leadership programs, trainings/courses accessible via the PLMIG webpage. 

 

 Highlight one PL MIG member/program each month on the PL MIG webpage; this might be done with 

a photo, link to the program website, and answering a list of approximately five questions to be 

standardized for all profiles. This also could be considered for a possible regular segment in a PLMIG 

section of the ILA Member Connector newsletter.  

 

 Consider an annual plan for PL-themed articles for the ILA Member Connector newsletter and the 

PLMIG webpage. 


